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similar causes : (i) the Wesleyan Movement, and (ii) the doctrines of
the French Revolution. (Both insisted on the essential equality of
man.) The following are some of its most notable manifestations :
(a)	The founding of Missionary Societies.
The British and Foreign Bible Society (Dissenters) in 1799, an^ the
Church Missionary Society (Church of England) in 1804.
(b)	Prison Reform.
Persons of both sexes and all ages jumbled together in horribly in-
sanitary gaols. The pioneers who drew attention to the evils were
Elizabeth Fry and John Howard.
(c)	Criminal Law Reform.
See § 274.—The pioneer in this matter was Samuel Romilly, who strove
by writings and parliamentary action to arouse a more enlightened view.
He died in 1818 before there was any improvement; but he had
educated public opinion, and paved the way for Peel's improvements in
the prison system and in the criminal law.
(<£) The Abolition of Slavery.
William Wilberforce (1759-1833) was the most famous pioneer in this
direction. The Slave Trade was abolished in 1807 (§ 259) ; and in 1833
slavery was forbidden in British dominions. The Government voted
£20,000,000 to buy out the slave-owners, the slaves being bound to
work for their former owners for seven years for wages.
(e) The Factory Acts.
Lord Shaftesbury was the most famous worker in this cause. Several
attempts had been made to deal with the evils of child labour before the
famous Act of 1833 (§ 282).
(/) Elementary Education.
Practically no provision for the education of the poor. (England was
far behind America, Germany, and Scotland in this matter.) In 1803
the Dissenters organised a " British and Foreign Schools Society " to
raise funds for the purpose, especially in the new industrial towns ; and
the Church of England followed suit with " The National Society for
the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Church of England."
In 1833 the Government made grant of £20,000 to aid these societies.
The grant was gradually increased from year to year, and in 1839
inspectors were appointed to see that the money was properly used.
No. 194.—WHY PARLIAMENTARY REFORM CAME WHEN
IT DID, AND NOT EARLIER.
(a) The fear of Jacobinism was fading away.
Some sections of the community who wanted Reform (the Whig
Party, who found it a useful line of attack against the Tories, and the
well-to-do people who felt it unjust that they should be shut out of
political power by the land-owning class) had long hesitated to go all
put for it, lest an increase of power for the " lower orders " should result
in revolution.

